| thought | knew which choices
were the right ones.

| used to think | knew what it meant to be a good
Catholic. Then, | learned about Catholic Social
Teaching. | realized there was so much about the
Catholic faith that | didn’t know about.

Most importantly, | learned how to be a modern
Catholic—to apply the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching to the world I live in today.

Catholic Social Teaching has
become my compass for being
a Catholic in today’s world.

Through Catholic Social Teaching, | learned that
God calls us to respect one another’s human
dignity—to organize our society so that every
person and family is supported, encouraged to
grow, and contributes to the common good.

| learned that every person is a welcome
participant in society, with human rights and
responsibilities that afford them the basic needs
of human decency.

| learned that we must put the poor and
vulnerable first, and respect and make available
meaningful, productive work that recognizes the
gift of a day’s labor.

| learned that we are asked to do all of this in
solidarity with our fellow children of God across
the globe, caring for God’s creation by ensuring
its resources are mindfully used and shared by
all in a responsible manner, thereby preserving it
for generations to come.

The principles of Catholic Social Teaching serve
as points on our moral compass, each one
guiding our conscience as we strive to live a life
of holiness and build a just society.

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Every year, the collection from the Thanksgiving
Mass benefits our St. Vincent de Paul chapter
and the many programs they facilitate for our
community. We thank you for your generosity in
this collection.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
MICHAEL CALCATERRA of
WUJEK-CALCATERRA & SONS, INC.
Thank you for advertising in our bulletin! We ask
our parishioners to support our advertisers, as
they make our bulletin possible.
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MODERN

LIVING AS A CATHOL

Life and Dignity of the Human Person
tells us that all people are sacred.

We are all created in the image of God
with inherent dignity. When a person’s
dignity is denied, we must act;
indifference is not an option.

How can | better respect the dignity
of every human being?

Call to Family, Community, and Participation
shows us our duty to the common good.

Every person is a child of God. We have an
obligation to care for all the people of earth
as one family of God.

What can | do to make sure our society
benefits everyone?

Rights and Responsibilities
helps us understand our responsibilities to each
other, and the basic needs of human decency.

All people have a right to a decent life and a
responsibility to protect the rights of everyone,
especially when those rights are violated.

When | see or hear about the rights of others
being violated, how does God expect
me to respond?

Care for God’s Creation
helps us care for God’s gift to us: the earth.

God gave us the responsibility to care for
creation. As long as the environment is in
danger, so are people’s lives and livelihoods.

What decisions and actions can | take at
home and in the workplace that will affect the
needs of the poor and of our shared world?
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GATHOLIC

ICIN TODAY'S WORLD

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
tells us to help the most vulnerable
members of our communities.

As Catholics, we have a duty to address the
causes of poverty—to ask, “Why does it
exist?” and to do something about it.

How can | support and advocate for laws and
policies that protect the poor and vulnerable?

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
shows that the economy must serve its people,
not the other way around.

People have a right to work, and those who work
have rights—including a just wage, adequate
benefits, and safe working conditions.

What choices can | make in my day-to-day life
that support the rights of workers?

E Solidarity
teaches us that we are one human family
in a global neighborhood pursuing
justice and peace.

None of us is an island. We are responsible
for each other and must work for
justice and peace for all.

What are ways | can show solidarity with
people in need, and work for justice
both locally and globally?

Want to revisit what we’ve learned?

All ten weeks of Modern Catholic are
available at sjfparish.org/mcarchive.

Resources to provide a fuller understanding
of each principle are available at
sjfparish.org/mcresources.

MODERNCATHOLIC

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

We hope you’ve enjoyed going on this journey
with us through the seven principles of Catholic
Social Teaching.

Now, we want to hear from you.

Catholic Social Teaching continues to be our
compass as we navigate the modern world.
Now that we’ve been introduced to each of the
seven principles, we must ask, “What now?”

How can we use the seven
principles of Catholic Social
Teaching to be modern Catholics?

We encourage you to email us at
moderncatholic@sjfparish.org to share how
Catholic Social Teaching will influence your daily
life. This is your opportunity to enter the
conversation! Which principles stood out to you,
and why? And, most importantly, what aspects
of Catholic Social Teaching would you like to
learn more about?

Modern Catholic has been our weekly series
exploring the seven principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. We'll be back in early 2021. For now,
we wish you a blessed Advent, and encourage
you to use this Advent season to reflect and
respond. We hope to hear from you
via email by December 20, 2020 at
moderncatholic@sjfparish.org!

A NOTE ON OUR

DIGITAL AND LIVE MASSES

This past Sunday, the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services issued an epidemic
order to halt the spread of COVID-19. This order
asked all Michigan residents to take necessary
precautions for the health and safety of the
community.

In recognition of this epidemic order, we will
only be providing prerecorded video Mass until
further notice. We will no longer broadcast
Mass live on Saturdays. However, Mass for each
weekend will still be available on our YouTube
channel and our website.

This does not affect the celebration of in-person
worship. We continue to offer in-person
Masses on our normal Mass schedule. However,
we encourage all parishioners to use their best
judgement when deciding whether to attend
Mass in person during this pandemic.
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