
ST. JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL 
38750 RYAN ROAD, STERLING HEIGHTS, MI 48310    586-977-8080    SJFPARISH.ORG 

DECEMBER 13, 2020               THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
December 24 

at 4:00pm, 6:00pm, or Midnight (with 11:30pm Music Prelude) 

December 25 

at 9:00am or 11:30am 

December 26 

at 4:00pm 

December 27 

at 9:00am or 11:30am 

Video Mass will also be available. 

Out of love and concern for the health of others, and to accommodate our own COVID-19 capacity restrictions, 
we ask that you only attend one Mass out of these four days. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit has announced that the normal obligation to attend both Christmas and weekend Mass 
can be fulfilled by attending one Mass from December 24, 2020 through December 27, 2020. 

Additionally, Archbishop Vigneron has granted a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
through February 17, 2020. Thus, you are not under the normal obligation to attend Christmas Mass. 

When making your Christmas plans, we ask that you keep the dispensation in mind and consider 
what is best for your own situation. Thank you for your understanding. 

We begin this third week of Advent in anticipation of Christmas. You may recall 
that in Matthew’s Gospel during the first week of Advent, we saw Jesus telling His 
disciples to be watchful and to stay alert. 

Matthew’s gospel presents us with four themes to keep in mind in our                         
preparation for the feast of Christmas. Each of these themes enables us to reflect 

upon this season and points us to the birth of Christ. 

The themes that the Scriptures present to us are preparation, joy, hope, and love. Each one is a stepping stone for our               
celebration of Christ being born into the world. They are themes that allow us to focus on what is important in our lives. 

In my office, I have many mementos that I have received from people throughout my years of being a priest. In the early 
days of my priesthood, I received a framed piece of needlepoint. At every subsequent assignment, I had that framed                
needlepoint. It became the last thing I packed when concluding an assignment, and the first thing I unpacked when                
I arrived at a new parish. It serves as a point of focus for me when events or situations became overwhelming. 

Life can sometimes be overwhelming. When this happens, we might feel pulled in various directions and lose our focus. 
The words on the needlepoint help me to focus on what is important in my life and pulls me back to the events and                   
situations at hand. Those three simple yet powerful words in needlepoint are family, faith, and friends. 

As we draw closer in our journey toward Bethlehem, may we prepare ourselves to receive He who is our joy, our hope, and 
our love. 

Bon mot: “As the print of the seal on the wax is the express image of the seal itself, so Christ is the express image—the 
prefect representation of God.” 

—Ambrose of Milan 

Carpe Diem, 

Fr. Tony 

Fr. Tony Sulkowski 
Pastor 
FrTony@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 102 

 



 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday              4:00pm 
Sunday                     9:00am & 11:30am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday              7:00pm 
Wednesday & Thursday             8:00am 

Holy Day Masses            As Announced 

Confession 
Tuesday                           5:30pm 

Rosary 
Tuesday                                    6:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 
9:00am—1:00pm & 4:30pm—8:00pm 

Tuesday 
2:00pm—8:00pm 

Saturday 
3:00pm—5:00pm 

Sunday 
10:00am—12:30pm 

OFFICE HOURS 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Monday, December 14, 2020 
9:00am     Panera 
1:00pm     Intercessory Prayer Team 
                   (via Zoom) 
6:00pm     Advent Reconciliation 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
5:30pm     Confessions 
6:00pm     Rosary 
7:00pm     Mass 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
8:00am     Mass 
9:30am     Needlecrafters 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 
8:00am     Mass 
9:00am     Swiffers Team #2 

Friday, December 18, 2020 
No events 

Saturday, December 19, 2020 
4:00pm     Mass 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
9:00am     Mass 
11:30am   Mass 

PAGE 2                                                                                                              December 13, 2020 

Rejoice! All of you, rejoice! Welcome 
to the halfway point of Advent!                    
I remember the seventh week of boot 
camp—the end of the halfway point 
during that phase of training. I looked 

back at how long each individual day seemed, yet how quickly the weeks flew 
by. Halfway: it seems to be a point that we strive for, because, after all, once 
we are halfway through something, it is all downhill from there, right? 

I think we often trick ourselves into believing that—halfway through the week, 
halfway home, halfway done with our homework, halfway done with our 
chores, etc. Many times, though, a daunting task does not get easier when the 
halfway point is reached. Instead, somewhere in the back of our minds, there is 
that little voice that tells us, “You are only halfway there. You still have so far to 
go!” This is where my faith helps me with my lack of strength. It gives me that 
small nudge to get me past those pesky voices and sticky spots that hold me 
fast and keep me from proceeding. 

This halfway point in Advent, Gaudete Sunday, reminds us to rejoice. Rejoice 
for all the good things that have happened. Rejoice, even if things are not going 
as planned. Rejoice, even if there seems to be an insurmountable number of 
tasks ahead of us. Rejoice! Last week, I wrote about God’s plan already being 
fulfilled. That revelation, given to us, is something that not many will                          
understand. But, armed with that knowledge, we know that no matter the task 
we have before us, God’s will is done. Regardless of if I succeed or fail, God uses 
my every experience for His will. Even though I might worry, God has                            
everything under control! In this knowledge, we can all rejoice! 

In our Gospel reading, John the Baptist manages to elude the seduction of    
power—as so many had asked if he was the Christ. He manages to point                  
toward Jesus, even though he probably did not yet know Jesus’ role in                      
salvation. Yet, John knew his job and he stayed with it. He continued preparing 
people for the coming of the Messiah, even when they put him down or                 
ascribed him to something more than he was. 

John preached his message to all who came to him: Levites, priests, Pharisees, 
everyone. Are we not called to do the same in our own way? It often seems like 
too hard of a job. We give the excuse, “I do not know enough.” We fight the 
mission to which we are assigned. It often seems like an insurmountable job, 
but as the apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in this weekend’s second 
reading: 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 
In all circumstances give thanks, 

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 
Do not quench the Spirit. 

Do not despise prophetic utterances. 
Test everything; retain what is good. 

Refrain from every kind of evil.” 
(1 Thes 5:16-22) 

There will be times that we are tested—times we feel as if we cannot go on—
but we know that God is with us and our loved ones. God has made His plan 
and put all of us exactly where He needs us to be. We choose our next move, 
and we need to learn from that move, whether the outcome is what we expect 
or not. We need not quench the Spirit; we simply need to hold onto our faith 
and know that God is in control! Rejoice! 

Ben Klassen 
Youth Ministry Coordinator & 
Director of Faith Formation  
BKlassen@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 108 



 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

WEEK OF DEC. 13, 2020 

Sunday 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 
Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 
1 Thes 5:16-24 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Monday 
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, 
Priest & Doctor of the Church 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a 
Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 
Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 
Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 
Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday 
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25 
Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 
Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10 
Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 
Mt 1:1-17 

Friday 
Jer 23:5-8 
Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 
Mt 1:18-25 

Saturday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a 
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 
Lk 1:5-25 

Sunday 
4th Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 
Rom 16:25-27 
Lk 1:26-38 
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JOIN US ONLINE! 
SJFPARISH.ORG 

GAUDETE SUNDAY 
Adapted from catholiccurrent.org. 

What is special about the Third Sunday of Advent?  

For much of the Church’s history, this Sunday had a special name: “Gaudete” 
Sunday. The traditions surrounding this Sunday go back as far as the fourth or 
fifth century, as does the season of Advent itself. 

Advent, our preparation for Christmas, was originally a forty-day penitential 
season like Lent. In fact, since it used to begin on November 12th (just after the 
Memorial of St. Martin of Tours), it was called “St. Martin’s Lent.”                     
“Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent counterpart to “Laetare Sunday,”                    
which marks the midpoint in Lent.  

On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. For the first two 
weeks of Advent, the focus can be summed up by the phrase, “The Lord is                    
coming.” But beginning with Gaudete Sunday, the summary might be,                    
“The Lord is near.” 

This shift is marked by a lighter mood and a heightened sense of joyous                    
anticipation. Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually wears           
rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete Sunday and Laetare              
Sunday. On this day, we light the third candle of the Advent wreath, which is 
also rose-colored, or if you prefer, pink.  

The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” In times when the focus of our                  
anticipation is often on the negative and fearful, this celebration is a reminder 
that God who loves us is still in charge and that we await His coming not with 
fear, but with tremendous joy. 

A PRAYER FOR GAUDETE SUNDAY 
Adapted from thecatholicspirit.com. 

Dear God, 
you know that our hearts long 
for the joy and gladness promised by life with you. 
Help us to remember that you are with us always, 
and that our hearts will rest only when they rest with you. 

Holy Spirit, 
guide the choices we make throughout this week. 
Help us endure hardship. Remind us to be patient. 
Stifle our tendency to complain. Help us realize 
how much we owe the creator for all we have and all we are.  

Father in heaven, 
we offer thanks to you for sending John the Baptist 
to prepare the way for the coming of the savior. 
Help us to heed the Baptist’s message to repent 
and to renew our commitment to live in holiness. 

Come Lord Jesus. 
So often we are impatient for your coming, 
yet we are fearful of living our lives as one with you. 
Come and ease our anxiety. Come and reward our patience. 
Come and remove our sorrow. 
Our communities and our world eagerly await the day of your birth. 

Amen. 
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We have now entered the second half of the 
Advent season—Gaudete Sunday! 

“The Third Sunday of Advent (like the Fourth 
Sunday of Lent) is a day of joy in the midst of 
our spiritual preparations for Christmas.                

It is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin of the Entrance             
Antiphon for today. The antiphon captures the mood of the entire liturgy as 
we move into the second part of Advent: there is a sense of joyful                          
expectation, an awareness that the fulfillment of God’s great plan for us                
is near” (Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays, 2020). 

John the Baptist is an interesting character. He is a prophet—not a person 
who tells of the future, but a person who serves as God’s messenger.                
Prophets in the Old Testament brought warnings to the people to return to 
God’s ways, which they generally struggled to follow. We see the role of the 
prophets throughout the Old Testament, including John, who is known as the 
last prophet. His message was a call to repentance, but also served to ready 
the way of the Lord. His role was to prepare the people for the earthly                
mission of Jesus. 

There is a decidedly joyful sense in today’s readings. In the reading from               
Isaiah we hear of the Israelites returning from Exile, singing, “I rejoice                
heartily in the Lord […] for [God] has clothed me with a robe of                               
salvation” (Is 61:10). In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he reminds his 
readers to “rejoice always” (1 Thes 5:16). John the Baptist provides us a 
beautiful example of joy and humility, saying that “there is one among you 
whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to untie” (Jn 1:26-27). As we reflect on God’s word, let 
us rejoice, for we know that God is with us. 

It is sometimes challenging to look around us and see reasons for rejoicing.              
We can look to the readings today for inspiration and a renewal of hope—hope 
in the Lord, not in the things of this world. Advent is a journey toward                    
Bethlehem, and today, we are halfway there. 

“Let yourself be drawn in by the light of God made man” (Pope Francis). 

So rejoice—but as we rejoice, we also must prepare. We prepare for the                 
coming of the Son of God, into the world, into our hearts, and at the end of 
time. Let us try to put aside all the business and craziness of the world and     
concentrate on preparing our hearts for the divine presence in us and                   
among us.  

Laurie Hall 
Pastoral Associate 
LHall@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 104 

 

HOW CAN WE BE MODERN CATHOLICS WITH CST? 
Catholic Social Teaching continues to be our compass as we navigate the                 
modern world. Now that Modern Catholic has introduced us to each of the     
seven principles, we must ask, “What now?” 

We encourage you to email us at moderncatholic@sjfparish.org to share how 
Catholic Social Teaching will influence your daily life. This is your opportunity to 
enter the conversation! Which principles stood out to you, and why?                       
And, most importantly, what aspects of Catholic Social Teaching would you like 
us to cover next? 

Want to review what we’ve learned? Visit sjfparish.org/mcarchive to read the 
full Modern Catholic series. We hope to hear from you via email by                          
December 20, 2020 at moderncatholic@sjfparish.org!  
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ADVENT 2020 RESOURCES 
Advent is upon us! We offer several resources for this season: 

“Little Blue Books,” Advent Edition: 
These little books offer a great way to prepare your heart for the Lord, and offer 
a variety of prayers for the season. 

Little Blue Books are available now in the Gathering Space. A donation of                 
$1/book is appreciated. 

Christmas Wafers: 
The Christmas wafer commemorates a custom that is many centuries old. 
Oplatek (from the Latin “Oblatum,” meaning Holy Bread) is believed by some to 
emanate as far back as the “manna” of Exodus 16:31 and is sometimes referred 
to as the Bread of Angels. Shared at the Christmas Vigil meal, the breaking of 
the Christmas wafer offers best wishes to family and friends. 

Christmas wafers are now available in the Parish Office. A donation of                     
$1/package of four wafers is appreciated.  

AOD.ORG 

GET THE LATEST 
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS. 

ADVENT 2020 EVENT SCHEDULE 
Advent Reconciliation Service: 
Monday, December 14, 2020 at 6:00pm in the main worship space. 

Christmas Season Decorating: 
We are still in need of some hearty Christmas decorating lovers to put up our 
large tree in the Gathering Space, as well as a few other items in the Church. 
While we can’t do our regular large group gathering for decorating, with your 
help we can still have all the beauty that is fitting for the coming of Jesus.  

If you can come in during the week and work with a few other people, please 
contact Laurie Hall at LHall@sjfparish.org or by calling 586-977-8080, Ext. 104. 
(If you are a high school student looking for service hours, this is your                  
opportunity!)  

ST. JANE FRANCES de CHANTAL 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Pastor 
Fr. Tony Sulkowski 

Chairman 
Craig Smith, crsgto@live.com 

Vice Chairman & Member at Large 
Bob Pawlik 

Christian Service 
Doreen Corby  

Secretary 
Nancy Dufoor 

Finance 
Ray Fortier 

Worship 
John Martin 

Member at Large 
Joe Nida 

Stewardship 
Linda Smith 

Worship & Ushers 
Leon Soltesz 

Vicariate Reps 
Julie & Ray Sroka 

Education 
Eric Rzeppa 

SAINT VIRGINIA CENTURIONE BRACELLI 
Adapted from catholiccurrent.org. 

Feast day: December 15, 2020 

Unable to persuade her parents that she had a religious vocation, Virginia was 
married at age 15 to the son of another notable Italian family. But he gambled, 
lived dissolutely, and died after only five years. Virginia, despite her                           
unhappiness in the marriage, nursed him at the end. She vowed to live                    
celibately thereafter, bringing up her two daughters and caring for abandoned 
children, especially girls. She founded several schools and the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Refuge on Mount Calvary. She was canonized in her hometown, 
Genoa, in 2003.  

DECEMBER 17, 2020 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, POPE FRANCIS! 
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Over the last few months, several people 
have asked when we might have the choir 
back, and when we can begin more                    
interactive congregational singing. 

According to the Archdiocesan guidelines mandating minimal congregational 
singing and limited leaders of song, we probably will not see much change in 
how we are currently doing things until the Archbishop announces another 
evaluation of current practices after Ash Wednesday (February 17, 2021).                         
I suspect our current music situation may last well into Lent and Easter as the 
new COVID-19 vaccines are distributed slowly among the various areas of our 
population. 

As you know, I recorded a second grouping of hymns and songs for Advent, the 
Immaculate Conception, and Christmas, so please do tune into our Digital                 
Music Series to hear new releases every Sunday and Thursday. All songs are 
available at sjfparish.org/digitalmusicseries. I’ll also continue to sing a number 
of appropriate selections at Mass during Communion so you can enjoy live 
meditations. 

You may recall that, last year, our wonderful choir participated in the                        
Archdiocesan celebration of the feast of St. Cecilia, patron saint of musicians, 
which took place on the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving at Blessed Sacrament        
Cathedral. I was so proud of our choir! If I recall, we sang Jesus, the Light of               
the World and Prepare the Way of The Lord, which everyone loved. Eight or 
nine choirs performed, and I also saw some of our own parishioners                              
in attendance. 

Fast forward to 2020: while the traditional St. Cecilia choral sing was not                    
possible due to COVID-19 restrictions, a virtual celebration did take place 
thanks to Detroit area music directors Rob Buzaitis, Julie Marie Ford, Elizabeth 
Esqueda, Paul Shafer, Mandy Gerstenbrand, Deborah Frontczak, and Joe and 
Jim Balistreri. For your listening pleasure, a link to the recorded event is                   
available at sjfparish.org/musicministry.  

I truly hope everyone had a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving a few                     
weeks ago. The time from Thanksgiving to the New Year is a favorite of mine, 
what with the emphasis on celebrating family and friends. Certainly, this year’s                 
holidays will look different due to pandemic concerns, but we can still all be 
thankful, whether it be through Zoom conferences, phone calls, emails, texts, 
or enjoying a meal. 

Ordinarily, I host small holiday soirees and do all the cooking. Of course, my dog 
Pudge is always right alongside, “helping” me in case any food drops on the 
floor. This year’s Thanksgiving dinner was terrific, but the day didn’t go without 
mishaps: Pudge’s paw swelled up again. Why does it always happen on a                
holiday or weekend? I texted my vet who called in a script to CVS. Fortunately, 
Mr. Pudge is now on the mend. 

Then, my four-year-old refrigerator decided to quit. Yes, it was stuffed to the 
max, not only with Thanksgiving food, but also with a lot of items I found on 
sale for the upcoming holidays: beef, chicken, cheeses, frozen veggies, eggnog, 
milk, cream, and more. Mr. Fridge is not on the mend. 

I pondered how unlucky that was, but then it hit me: how lucky are we to have 
refrigerators, freezers, grocery stores, and vets who will help us on a holiday?                
I think my fridge breaking may be God’s way of saying, “Yes, I’ve given you 
much, but you may need reminding that sometimes you have to work for it!” 

Janina Jacobs 
Director of Music  
JJacobs@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 103 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
MIKE GRAHAM of 

ALL ABOUT PLUMBING 
Thank you for advertising in our                  

bulletin! We ask our parishioners to 
support our advertisers, as they make 

our bulletin possible. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Let us pray for you! Although we are 
still socially distant, our Intercessory 
Prayer team is here for you. They are 
praying for all requests submitted. 

Our Intercessory Prayer box remains 
open on our website. Please visit 
sjfparish.org/intercessoryprayer                   
to submit prayer requests. 

If you have any questions, contact 
Laurie Hall at LHall@sjfparish.org.  

THE 2020 CATHOLIC 

SERVICES APPEAL 
Rise and be not afraid. 

The Catholic Services Appeal is an              
annual campaign that raises funds for 
the Archdiocese of Detroit ministries, 
programs, and services that benefit all 
the faithful in southeast Michigan.              
This archdiocesan-wide campaign 
communicates that the local Church 
extends beyond the parish. 

The CSA is an opportunity for the 
faithful to respond to Christ’s                   
command “to love one another as                
I have loved you” (Jn 15:12) by                   
helping to fund services throughout 
the southeast Michigan area. This                    
collaborative, archdiocesan campaign 
is a way to demonstrate the unity of 
the larger Church and to fund these 
vital programs. 

Our parish goal is $79,000. If we do 
not meet our goal, our parish must 
pay the difference. If we exceed our 
goal, the money over and above 
comes back to our parish. 

Please visit givecsa.org to make a                         
contribution. We thank God in                
advance for your support! 

 



 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 

O Lord, 

and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. 

May the souls of all 

the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 

With 

Deepest 

Sympathy 

The community of 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal 

extends support and prayers                          
to the family and friends of: 

Diana Bonkowski 
Loved and dearly missed. 
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NOTHING CAN STOP THE POWER OF CHRISTMAS—

EVEN IF WE CAN’T BE TOGETHER 
Article adapted from detroitcatholic.com. Written by Sr. Mary Martha Becnel, OP. 

Recently, I saw an article headline to the effect that Christmas might not                
happen this year. I imagine the headline was alluding to the pandemic-induced 
absence of the usual Christmas gatherings and parties. But there is an                        
important sense in which it is just not possible for Christmas not to happen this 
year or any other year.   

Christmas has already happened a little over 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem.              
Jesus Christ our God became incarnate, took on our flesh, and became like us in 
all things but sin. And He took this human flesh on for all eternity.  

Each year at Christmas we relive and reenter into this mystery—remembering 
it, in the Biblical sense of its being present to us here and now. No absence of 
parties, events, or even family gatherings can ever put an end to what He has 
done for us. In fact, the Incarnation makes such a difference in our lives as 
Christians—both in terms of what Christ has done for us and of how we should 
respond to and share this gift—that one of our Sisters is fond of saying that 
“every day is Christmas.” 

Every day, Christ should become incarnate anew in our lives. Christmas is not 
just a thing of the past; we live this mystery of the Incarnation every day in our 
participation in the Church’s liturgy, in our private prayers, and in concrete love 
of our neighbor “whom we can see” (1 Jn 4:20). 

But it is true that there is something special about celebrating this mystery of 
Christmas each year with loved ones and as a Church community. And this               
aspect of our Christmas celebrations might look very different this year indeed. 
Many, sadly, will not be able to attend Mass or gather with extended family 
members this Christmas. My mission community—the four of us Sisters who 
live together in Rome—will be the only members of our religious community 
unable to gather with other Sisters for Christmas; travel is too complicated right 
now because of the virus.  

And whereas there is a sense of being hand-picked by the Lord to be in Rome 
for Christmas, there is also a true sacrifice involved. Even some of the                    
Christmas-in-Rome things that helped make the sacrifice less bitter and rather 
sweet are impossible for us right now. We had hoped, for instance, to attend 
the Pope’s Christmas midnight Mass, but the Pope’s Christmas liturgies now 
must be private. 

As wonderful as it would be to attend the Pope’s Mass, it is the same Jesus who 
will come to us in our small convent chapel as would have come in St. Peter’s—
the same Jesus, in fact, who came 2,000 years ago as a Babe in Bethlehem’s 
manger. 

What are we to make of the fact that we cannot be together or celebrate in the 
same ways for Thanksgiving next week and Christmas next month? If you are 
like most of us, you have probably spent a lot of time complaining about all the 
difficulties that 2020 has held. How can we be grateful in light of it all? How can 
we keep our eyes on what these days of gratitude, anticipation, and celebration 
are really about? 

It is in our emptiness that we are open to receive Him as He comes to us. Truly 
nothing but our own closed hearts can keep Christmas from happening in our 
lives this year. 



 

Registered Families: 
Envelopes Returned: 

Amount Offered: 
Loose Offering: 

Online Giving Contributors: 
Contributions: 

Total Offerings: 

2020 Budgeted Offertory: 
Actual Offertory: 
Difference:             

1,386 
143 

$6,371.00 
$571.00 

103 
$2,804.00 

$9,746.00 

$11,786.00 
$9,746.00 

-$2,040.00 

OFFERTORY INFORMATION 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

VIDEO MASS, EVERY WEEKEND. 
SJFPARISH.ORG/MASS 

Thank you to those who continue to 

donate; your contributions help us 

continue operations during the                 

pandemic. To sign up for online giving, 

visit sjfparish.org/onlinegiving. 

If you have any questions, contact 

Jody at JGazo@sjfparish.org or               

586-977-8080, ext 112. 
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RISE AND 
BE NOT AFRAID. 
GIVE TO THE 
CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 
AT GIVECSA.ORG 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

(Mt 25:40) 

Today is the last day to contribute to the 2020 Advent Giving Tree! 

We invite you to join our annual Advent Giving Tree project and share your 
blessings with those less fortunate, especially during these challenging times. 

The Advent Giving Tree will work differently this year in order to ensure the 
health and safety of all involved. We will not be able to collect toys, clothing, 
or other items. 

Instead, we ask that donations be made in the form of gift cards or cash.                 
We will distribute donations to the organizations we support. The organizations 
will then obtain the items they need to provide a Christmas celebration for 
those they serve. 

Gift cards are needed in $10, $20, and $30 amounts. 

You are welcome to donate as many gift cards as you wish. Gift cards are             
requested for Kroger, Meijer, Walmart, and Target. Cash donations may be 
made in any amount (checks payable to St. Jane Frances de Chantal Parish). 

Please enclose your donation in an envelope and write “Giving Tree” on it. 

Donations can be placed in the Advent Giving Tree donation box in the                   
Gathering Space or brought to the Parish Office during office hours.                      

The deadline for donations is today, Sunday, December 13, 2020. 

We hope you will consider participating. Your spirit of generosity will make 
Christmas special for so many in need. 

This year, we are hoping to support the following organizations. They support 
diverse needs both within our parish and beyond: 

Children of families served by St. Vincent de Paul 

Mary’s Children Family Center for brain injury recovery  

St. Aloysius “neighborhood ministry” to the homeless, 
working poor, and seniors in Detroit 

St. Vincent de Paul Archdiocesan ministry to prisoners 
and newly-released inmates 

Turning Point shelter for domestic violence victims 
and survivors in Macomb county 

McWARM warming center, a gathering place 
for the homeless in Macomb county 

For more information, call the Parish Office at 586-977-8080, or                               
visit sjfparish.org/givingtree. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
On January 3, 2020, the Red Cross                
will be hosting a blood drive                        
by appointment only. Temperature 
checks will be conducted at the door, 
and a limited number of people will be 
allowed inside at the same time.              
Register online at redcrossblood.org.  
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Tuesday 
Dec. 15, 2020 

Wednesday 
Dec. 16, 2020 

Thursday 
Dec. 17, 2020 

Saturday 
Dec. 19, 2020 

Sunday 
Dec. 20, 2020 

7:00pm 
Craig Smith 

8:00am 
Annette Mobley 

8:00am 
John Martin 

4:00pm 
Linda Smith 

9:00am 
Kathleen Pawlik 

11:30am 
Matthew Pawl 

LECTOR SCHEDULE 

BEHOLD THY MOTHER: 

GETTING TO KNOW THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
A free, online course designed for the 
lay faithful of the Archdiocese of             
Detroit and those seeking to unleash 
the Gospel! 

Mother of God, Queen of Heaven, 
Help of Christians, Star of the Sea—the 
Blessed Virgin Mary goes by many    
titles. Why do Catholics love her so? 
And how can we foster our                          
relationship with Mary and learn to 
imitate her virtues? 

In this short online course, Dr. Robert 
Fastiggi, Bishop Kevin M. Britt,                   
Chair of Dogmatic Theology and               
Christology, will offer reflections on 
the beautiful teachings of our Catholic 
faith about Mary: her role as Mother 
of God, her Perpetual Virginity, her 
Immaculate Conception, and her                
Assumption into Heaven. But Mary is 
not just a figure of the past. Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary faculty will also 
introduce us to Mary’s apparitions to 
people living in very different times 
and places, such as Lourdes, France; 
Fatima, Portugal; Guadalupe, Mexico; 
and Kibeho, Rwanda. Come and join us 
this Advent as we get to know the 
Blessed Virgin Mary! 

This FREE non-credit course is being 
offered online using the seminary's 
learning management system, Canvas. 
Upon signing up for the course,                   
students will receive a username and 
password for accessing the online 
class. 

Consider this an Advent retreat       
experience for the lay faithful, done at 
your own pace and guided by five 
globally esteemed professors from 
Sacred Heart, all who help form holy, 
healthy, and joyful priests—as well as 
deacons, religious, and lay leaders—
for service of the Gospel. This is an 
opportunity to spend time with the 
Lord! 

Register now at shms.edu/mary. 

PRAYER IN TIMES OF SEEKING GOD’S WILL 
Adapted from catholiccurrent.org. 

Psalm 27:7-9, 13-14 

Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; 
have pity on me, and answer me. 
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks; 
your presence, O Lord, I seek. 
Hide not your face from me; 
do not in anger repel your servant. 
You are my helper: cast me not off; 
forsake me not, O God my savior. 
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord with courage; 
be stouthearted, and wait for the lord. 

—From Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

“SOMETHING IN ME WANTS TO BE BORN IN WINTER” 
Adapted from catholiccurrent.org. 

Lord of all light, 
when my days are filled with doubt, 
something within me 
will not cease believing. 
Something in me still hopes. 
Even when I see hatred, 
something within me 
is still moved to love. 
I am not Mary: 
sinless, blameless, ever-virtuous. 
Yet something in me wants 
to be born in winter. 

Teach me to nourish it, protect it, give it life. 
Teach me to say yes: 
to faith, and to hope, and to love; 
to your coming to live among us in this strange place. 
For even when I am broken, fragmented, shattered even, 
something in me wants to be born in winter. 
And in that yes, 
beyond any mercy I can imagine 
I am made whole. 

Amen. 



 

ARMED SERVICES 

PRAYER LIST 

Robert Bain, Army 
Nicholas Brosowski, Army 
Chris Burley, Navy 
Shaun Chaplin, Air Force 
Winndie Darrow, Coast Guard 
Alexander J. Hendzell, Marines 
Louis B. Kasper III, Coast Guard 
Elijah Kuefler, Navy 
Carmen LaForest, Navy 
Matthew McDowell, Air Force 
Cassidy Kicinski Rose, Air Force 
Jeremy Rzeppa, Navy 
Scot D. Skoczylas, Navy 
Anthony Trotta, Navy 
Kyle Wiegand, Army 

PRAYER LIST 

Steve Sadecki 
June Sadowski 
Kenny Solgot 
 
 
 
 
Names on the Prayer List remain for 
four weeks. To request a listing, please 
contact the Parish Office. 

OUR MISSION NEW TO OUR PARISH? 
 

“Nourished by God’s Word & the Eucharist, 
we strive to be a welcoming Catholic community dedicated 

to living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Would you like to join the St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
parish family? Become a parishioner! 

You may register anytime in the Parish Office or online at 
sjfparish.org/joinus. We would love to have you! 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 14, 2020 No Mass 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
7:00pm  Dec. Mike Scavo (Judy Taylor) 
  Dec. Enrico Varani (Judy Taylor)  

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
8:00am  Dec. Poppy Raymond (Family) 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 
8:00am  For the Parishioners 

Friday, December 18, 2020 No Mass 

Saturday, December 19, 2020 
4:00pm  Dec. Grace Beaufait (Robert & Frances Kraft) 
  Dec. Josephine Roby (Appleton Family) 
  Dec. Tom & Kris Boehlow (Promo Family) 
  Liv. Elona Lulja (Maria Vacaj) 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
9:00am  For the Parishioners 
  Dec. Helen Jarboe (Family) 
  Dec. Dennis Briston (Carolyn Briston) 

11:30am Dec. Thomas Gorey (Family) 
  Dec. Hedwidge Gorey (Family) 
  Dec. Thomas Buhlinger (Family) 

LIVE MASS FROM THE ARCHIDOCESE OF DETROIT. 
AOD.ORG/LIVEMASSES 

SPIRITUAL CLOSENESS RESOURCES. 
UNLEASHTHEGOSPEL.ORG/SPIRITUAL-CLOSENESS 



STAFF

ST. JANE FRANCES de CHANTAL
38750 Ryan Rd., Sterling Heights, MI 48310   586-977-8080   sjfparish.org

Rev. Anthony Sulkowski
Pastor

FrTony@sjfparish.org // Ext. 102

Laurie Hall
Pastoral Associate & Worship Coordinator

LHall@sjfparish.org // Ext. 104

Jody Gazo
Business Manager

JGazo@sjfparish.org // Ext. 112

Janina Jacobs
Director of Music

JJacobs@sjfparish.org // Ext. 103

Ben Klassen
Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry Coordinator

BKlassen@sjfparish.org // Ext. 108

Lucas Jeffrey
Communications Facilitator

LJeffrey@sjfparish.org // Ext. 101

Mary Ann Gleich
Office Assistant

MGleich@sjfparish.org // 586-977-8080

Linda Smith
Stewardship Liaison

LSmith@sjfparish.org // Ext. 113

SACRAMENTS
CHILDREN’S BAPTISM

Do you have a child you would like to have baptized? Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 

RECONCILIATION
Available Tuesdays at 5:30pm.

MARRIAGE
Congratulations! Please contact our Parish Office at least six months prior to your desired wedding date to begin preparations.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office to schedule one-time or regular visits. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church? Contact Laurie Hall to begin the process. Welcome home!

Jeff & Lila Mandziuk & Family
Parishioners

Our Family is here to assist
Your Family in your time of need.

E. J. Mandziuk & Son
FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.

Family Owned and Operated
Sterling Heights Chapel

3801 18 Mile Road
586-997-3838

Warren Chapel
22642 Ryan Road

586-757-3563

586-775-2441

Downey Plumbing
24 Hr. Wk. Emergency Service • 7 Days a Week

Sewers and Drains Cleaned Electrically
All Plumbing Repairs ‑ 10% Senior Citizen Discount

LICENSED
MASTER PLUMBER

Garage Doors and Door Openers
Entry Doors & Storm Doors
professionally installed and repaired

DENNIS KROLEWSKI
of D.K. Overhead Door Company

Over 48 Years Experience • Parishioner

	 FREE	ESTIMATES	•	INSURANCE	WORK	 586-731-6656
All	Necessary	Replacement	Parts	For	All	Makes	Of	Garage	Doors

Great Food! Great Prices! Friendly Atmosphere!

37246 Dequindre Rd.

586-795-1700
Delivery 7 Days a Week

(excluding specials)

(North of Metro Parkway)

15% OFF ENTIRE BILL

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Liquor • Beer
Wine • Kegs

Many brands
imported beer & wine
Full Line of Groceries

Owned & Operated by the Caradonna Family • Parishioners

Car-Donna's MARATHON

Gasoline,
Diesel
& Convenience Store 586-939-3817

38951 Mound Rd.
(at 17 Mile)

In Business Since 1962

All Major Credit Cards & Bridge Cards accepted

Christopher Tomaszycki, p.c.

ct0804@msn.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

PARISHIONER • USHER • PAST PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT

(586) 703-8052
fax: (248) 565-8179

 • Hot Water Tanks
• Toilets

• Sewers & Drains
• Sump Pumps

• Faucets

24 Hour Service

$20.00 OFF
any plumbing work

all about
plumbing

248.542.7850 AJDesmond.com

Price Chapel
3725 Rochester Rd., Troy

248-689-0700

2600 Crooks Road
(Between Maple & Big Beaver)

248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward Ave.

(4 Blocks South of 14 Mle Rd.)

248-549-0500

Famous Antonio Sausage
Fennel, Cheese, Wine, Hot-no fennel

Specializing in Italian Imports
38900 RYAN AT 17 MILE

STERLING HEIGHTS, MI 48310
(586) 939-4440-41 • FAX (586) 939-6427

Package Liquor • Beer • Wine

www.antoniosmeatmarket.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts - 24 Hour Emergency Service
WaterWorkPlumbing.com586-298-2380

E & M LANDSCAPING

Edward Potts - Owner & Parishioner

 586-978-2703    mopotts@comcast.net

Lawn Maintenance, Tree Service, Landscaping
Specials with this ad

  20% Off any Tree and Bush Removal
  10% Off a Pre-Paid 5-Application Fertilization Program
  15% Off a Pre-Paid 6-Application Fertilization Program

David

FUNERAL HOME
Wysocki
Caring is our Profession

John Wilk • Steven Wilk

29440 Ryan Rd.
Warren, MI 48092

Funeral Directors

Family owned and operated since 1933

(586) 574-1770
F: (586) 574-1774

ALL PRO
NEW & REPAIRS

Professional - Reasonable - Reliable
Licensed & Insured • Since 1975

586-776-5167

Roofing - Gutters - Siding - Brick Work J&J ROOFING
• Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

1-586-445-6455
Free Estimates www.JJRoofing.com

You’re busy. We’re mobile. Let us come to you!
We restore leather furniture, car interiors, vinyl siding & windows,

medical furniture, restaurant seating and so much more.
Brian Enck • Owner • Parishioner

313.550.7983 • fibrenew.com/sterling-hts

Rusty egRusty Keg
L I Q U O RL I Q U O R
Beer & WineBeer & Wine 3951 Metro Parkway

Sterling Heights, MI 48310

586-268-6200

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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