ST. JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL

38750 RYAN ROAD, STERLING HEIGHTS, M1 48310 586-977/-68080 SJFPARISH.ORG

| thought | knew which choices were the right ones. Now, I'm not so sure.
I’m a cradle Catholic. | spent twelve years in Catholic school. | thought | knew what it meant to be a good Catholic.

It was pretty simple: follow the Ten Commandments, go to Mass every Sunday, attend Confession, and pray the Rosary.
Do what’s right and confess when you do wrong.

| thought I'd know if | did something wrong.

My conscience would tell me. I'd feel guilty. And if | didn’t know what was right, the Church and my parents would be there
to tell me.

But things are harder, now. Issues are more complex. Nothing’s clear-cut.

Now, life is more complicated.

Now, every viewpoint, every value, every voice wants my attention. Now, I’'m bombarded by the news and current events.
How do | know if I’'m making good and right choices? How do | develop an “adult” Catholic conscience?

Who am | supposed to listen to?

God gave us a mind that can learn. God gave us a conscience to figure out what good decisions are. And God made us with
free will so we could make those good decisions.

We're influenced by everything—our peers, the news, and world events. It can be overwhelming—unless we follow the
teachings of Jesus.

Jesus is our moral compass.
“I am the way, the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6). Shouldn’t we look to Jesus to learn what’s right?

Catholic Social Teaching, first developed by Pope Leo Xlll in 1891, is an easy, faith-based way to help us form our
conscience in today’s world.

Let’s turn to Catholic Social Teaching and make it our compass.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops calls Catholic Social Teaching a “central and essential element of our
faith.” It’s based on Church teachings and the words of Jesus Christ.

It can help us live a life of holiness despite today’s challenges.
It can help the modern Catholic build “a just society.” It teaches principles and values that are “badly needed in our time.”

So join us for Modern Catholic.

It’s our new, weekly series that explores the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching. Find us in the bulletin each week,
or delve deeper at sjfparish.org/moderncatholic.

We can’t wait to go on this journey with you.

SJFPARISH.ORG/MODERNCATHOLIC

MODERNCDGATHOLIG

LIVING AS A CATHOLIC IN TODAY'S WORLD
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:00pm
Sunday 9:00am & 11:30am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday 7:00pm
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am
Holy Day Masses As Announced
Confession
Tuesday 5:30pm
Rosary
Tuesday 6:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Wednesday,
& Thursday 9:00am—1:00pm
Tuesday 2:00pm—8:00pm
Saturday 3:00pm—>5:00pm
Sunday 10:00am—12:30pm

ARMED SERVICES
PRAYER LIST

Robert Bain, Army

Nicholas Brosowski, Army
Chris Burley, Navy

Shaun Chaplin, Air Force
Winndie Darrow, Coast Guard
Alexander J. Hendzell, Marines
Louis B. Kasper lll, Coast Guard
Elijah Kuefler, Navy

Carmen LaForest, Navy
Matthew McDowell, Air Force
Cassidy Kicinski Rose, Air Force
Jeremy Rzeppa, Navy

Scot D. Skoczylas, Navy
Anthony Trotta, Navy

Kyle Wiegand, Army

PRAYER LIST

Caleb Hammond Eric Rzeppa
Joan Knapp Steve Sadecki
Mary Lamparter Lucy Sieck
Brittany Mazur-Baker Brad Wilson

Olivia Randazzo Daniel VanAcker

Names on the Prayer List remain for
four weeks. To request a listing, please
contact the Parish Office.

FR. TONY SULKOWSKI With school well underway, we also begin
Pastor Faith Formation at St. Jane Frances
FrTony@sjfparish.org  de Chantal. | would like to thank Mr. Ben
Ext. 102 Klassen, who is our director of Faith

Formation, and all the catechists who will
teach the children of St. Jane Frances de Chantal in the coming year.

The catechists are a great group of people who meet every week with the
children, impart on them the faith of the Catholic Church, and share their own
stories and journeys of faith. However, the catechists also rely on the parents of
our children to share their faith and journeys of faith with their children.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that parents are the first
teachers of the faith. Children learn by their parents’ model for them. As |
mentioned in my homily two weeks ago, we learn by the examples people set
for us. May we model our faith for our children and for all those we come in
contact with.

The Catechism also reminds us that the faith community as a whole must model
and give good example—by word and deed—what it means to be a follower
and disciple of the Lord.

In his book Spiritual Writings, Leo Tolstoy said that “a Christian knows the truth
only in the sense that he shows it to others.” As we begin this year of Faith
Formation, let us share our stories of our own faith journeys, and in the
process, build up the Body of Christ.

The theme of this year’s Catechetical Sunday is taken from St. Paul’s first letters
to the Corinthians: “I received from the Lord what | also handed on to you”
(1 Cor 11:23). This theme reminds us that we are all called to give witness to
our faith in Jesus Christ.

We begin this Faith Formation year asking God to bless our children and their
families, our catechists, and our faith community with a spirit of wonderment
and awe about their faith. May we be open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit
in our lives, and in the lives of the community of St. Jane Frances de Chantal.

Have a wonderful week.

Bon mot: “All that | have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all | have not seen.”
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Carpe Diem,

Fr. Tony

CONSIDER SUPPORTING THE CHURCH IN DETROIT.
LEARN MORE AT GIVECSA.ORG.

DIGITAL AND LIVE MASS.
SIFPARISH.ORG/MASS
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JANINA JACOBS While | can’t give an accurate number of

Director of Music how many services, Masses, weddings, and

JJacobs@sjfparish.org funerals I've had the privilege of performing

Ext. 103 at in 48 years of music ministry, | can say it
is in the thousands—especially funerals.

As you know, my non-church life is quite busy with the restaurant, catering,
travel, golf writing, and other music. | sit on several boards of directors, am
President of Chair of a few, and am a member of many other organizations.

Now, all that necessitates events, meetings, and conference calls (virtually, at
the moment), and people react strangely when | tell them | prefer to schedule
afternoon meetings. They assume I'm not a “morning” person, which of course
is not true at all. When one is in business and music ministry, you are a
morning, noon, and night person!

No, the real reason is that funerals come up. When | explain that, people react
with surprise, and ask, “Wow, do you know that many people who pass away?”
While | do know many of the fine people who have died, | simply explain that
| am often requested to play and sing at funerals. People then respond
differently. Some ask, “How can you handle all the sadness and sorrow, day in
and day out?” | use this opportunity as an moment to explain how | see it.

Death is part of life. Ecclesiastes says that there is a time for everything—
"a time to give birth, and a time to die.” We hate to think about it, but we’ll all
die someday, when the Lord decides it’s time. The Catholic focus on funerals
has evolved away from the sadness of death and toward the celebration of life.

I've been a part of so many liturgies of resurrection for the unborn, toddlers,
teenagers, entire families, suicides, accidents, long suffering-seniors—and all
are special. Is it difficult to sing and play? Yes, sometimes it is. But it’s like this:
my music ministry serves to comfort, to take family members away from their
grief, even if it’s only for an hour. I've had family members come up to me
weeks or months later to thank me for being there and providing their selected
music—but truly, it was my honor to do so.

As you probably know, | began in music ministry when | was 16 years old at my
home parish of St. Rita Church in Detroit. When my mother died suddenly back
in 1984, she was 67, and | was a mere pup of 28. She had just been hospitalized
May 4th, but still, it was a traumatic when | went to visit her on Sunday, May 6”’,
and the chaos of a “Code Blue” greeted me. She died before | could see her.
After the initial shock, | knew | had to help my dad make arrangements. Then,
the realization of something my mom had asked me years before came to light.

One day, when | was practicing the piano at home, she said, “Lulu” (her pet
name for me) “here’s what | want you to play and sing at my funeral.”
Whaaaat? Now, the day was here. | wondered, “How on earth shall | cope?”
A couple days before the funeral, | tried some practice runs, and could not get
through the songs without breaking down. | decided to leave it in God’s hands.

Wednesday, May 9™ was a rainy, dreary day, but | wore white anyway—
Mom and Dad liked me in my cream-colored suit. And | was able to play and
sing Mom’s songs. How? | left it in God’s hands. When | sang, | imagined being
anywhere else than where | was. As a professional musician, it’s what | do—and
| could do it for my mother. 25 years later, | did it again for my dad.

So | suppose that’s another answer for those who wonder how | can sing the
music for funerals: if | could get through the music at my parents’ services, |
guess | can get through anything.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
TERRIE MACKEY of

J & J ROOFING

Thank you for advertising in our
bulletin! We ask our parishioners to
support our advertisers, as they make
our bulletin possible.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
WEEK OF SEPT. 20, 2020

Sunday

25" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6-9

Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a

Mt 20:1-16a

Monday

Feast of Saint Matthew,
Apostle and Evangelist
Eph 4:1-7,11-13

Ps 19:2-3, 4-5

Mt 9:9-13

Tuesday

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13

Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44
Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Prv 30:5-9

Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163
Lk 9:1-6

Thursday

Eccl 1:2-11

Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc
Lk 9:7-9

Friday

Eccl 3:1-11

Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4

Lk 9:18-22

Saturday

Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs
Eccl 11:9—12:8

Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17

Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday

26" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28

Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9

Phil 2:1-11 or Phil 2:1-5

Mt 21:28-32
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OFFERTORY INFORMATION
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020

Registered Families: 1,386
Envelopes Returned: 154
Amount Offered: $9,996.00
Loose Offering: $1,118.00
Online Giving Contributors: 116
Contributions: $4,817.00
Total Offerings: $15,931.00

2020 Budgeted Offertory: $11,786.00
Actual Offertory: $15,931.00
Difference: +54,145.00

OFFERTORY INFORMATION
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

Registered Families: 1,386
Envelopes Returned: 137
Amount Offered: $6,045.00
Loose Offering: $297.00
Online Giving Contributors: 101
Contributions: $3,702.00
Total Offerings: $10,044.00

2020 Budgeted Offertory: $11,786.00
Actual Offertory: $10,044.0
Difference: -$1,742.00

Thank you to those who continue to
donate; your contributions help us
continue operations during the
pandemic. To sign up for online giving,
visit sjfparish.org/onlinegiving.

If you have any questions, contact
Jody at JGazo@sjfparish.org or
586-977-8080, ext. 112.

BEN KLASSEN
Youth Ministry Coordinator &

Director of Faith Formation
BKlassen@sjfparish.org
Ext. 108

“But that’s not fair!” This is what |
think of whenever | read or hear this
Gospel reading. “I” want things done
my way, so that “I” benefit in ways
that work well for “me.” No one likes
to admit that they are selfish, but each of us, in some respect, really is.
This trait, in and of itself, isn’t an inherently bad thing—after all, we need to
take care of ourselves in order to survive, thrive, and help those we’re
responsible for. However, we, as mortal beings, need to balance the things we
do for ourselves with the things we do for others.

Many of the readings we’ve been hearing as of late have called us to witness
the mercy of God and lead others to Him. As Christians, we recognize that Jesus
is the fulfillment of God’s mercy for us, based in the sacrifice of Jesus for us.
God, in all His—well, everything—knows that we, as limited creatures, cannot
understand the fullness of His creation, of His design, of His will, of His mercy,
of Him. None of us like to admit that we’re flawed beings—heck, that means
we’re weak, right? In the eyes of humans, maybe. Humanity relies heavily on
itself, its knowledge and power, its own ability to subjugate the weaker beings
of Earth (animals, plants, etc.), and it uses all of these things to define its own
success at living.

In our first reading, it was very easy for me to let the first verse slip right by:
“Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.” (Is 55:6).
Instead of noticing that, | focused on the rest of the verses. Those tell us to let
others do what they will, and let them rely on God’s mercy. If | did not go back
and re-read it slowly, | probably would not have realized that | was allowing
only the passive reality of the reading to lead me, verses the very active call:
seek, an order given to us by the writer of the verse to actively seek the Lord;
then call to Him and allow others to do what they do. Firstly act, be an
example, and then allow others to be what they may.

How many times have | been treated unfairly? | think the more pertinent
qguestion would be, how many times have | been shown mercy when | have
messed something up? Do | not claim to be a follower of God, of Christ?
Shouldn’t | be able to put aside my selfish desires to do good for others? If we
can do that, then | think we’ve taken a step in the right direction—but when we
live in those selfish desires, the ambiguousness of an act turns sinful. Can we
break free of the ties that bind us, or do we choose to remain shackled as
earthly beings, alone? Will we untie our definition of success from “me,” and
instead tie it to God and doing what He wants us to do?

DIA VIRTUAL THURSDAYS AT THE MUSEUM FOR ADULTS 55+

Many of us remember our bus trips and visits to the Detroit Institute of Arts. We experienced many of the wonderful
exhibits and activities that the DIA had to offer. While we cannot currently be together, we can still experience all the
wonders of the DIA through their virtual tours every Thursday at 1:00pm.

To sign up for a virtual tour, visit dia.org/thursdays and perform the following steps:

Scroll down and select “Click here to view our current calendar for all of our upcoming Thursday at the Museum events.”
Select the tour you wish to join. They will each be labeled with “TATM presents...”

Scroll to “How to Join” and select “Click this link to enter your ZIP code.”

Enter your ZIP code and hit “Submit.” (These tours are only available to Macomb, Oakland and Wayne county seniors.)

Click the link for the event you selected.

Click “Watch on the web instead” and then click “Or Join anonymously.”

Wait for the event to begin at 1:00pm.



ST. JANE FRANCES de CHANTAL | STERLING HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN

PAGE 5

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, September 21, 2020 No Mass

Tuesday, September 22, 2020
7:00pm Dec. Maureen Gray (Judy Taylor)
Dec. Arthur Steina (Richard & Delphine Skowron)

Wednesday, September 23, 2020
8:00am For Teachers, Students, & Catechists

Thursday, September 24, 2020
8:00am For Teachers, Students, & Catechists

Friday, September 25, 2020 No Mass

Saturday, September 26, 2020
4:00pm Dec. Edward Kempa, Sr. (Ed & Sandy Kempa)
Dec. Gabriel Durante (Durante Family)
Dec. Pauline Gronowski (Gronowski Family)
Dec. Tom Taylor (2nd Anniv.) (Judy Taylor)
Dec. Donald Gulock (Richard & Marion Golombek)
Dec. Jim Baggi (1* Anniv.) (Sharon Baggi)

Sunday, September 27, 2020
9:00am Dec. Joseph Sztaba (Son Dennis)
Dec. Josephine Roby (Appleton Family)
Dec. Anna Vultaggio (Benvenuti Family)
Dec. Raymond DeBusscher (Tom & Nancy Jakuszanek)
Dec. Aida Simon (Family)

11:30am Dec. Jack Campo (Caradonna Family)
Dec. Maria & Damiano Campo (Caradonna Family)
Dec. Vincent & Bridget Caradonna (Caradonna Family)
Dec. John Gibson (Karen Graziano)
For the Parishioners

CSA GIVING DAY

The Catholic Services Appeal is essential to the mission of the Archdiocese of
Detroit. Join us for our first-ever Giving Day!

Tune in at 6:30pm on September 24, 2020 by visiting aodgivingday.org.
We give thanks to God ahead of time for your support for our mission.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

On October 18, 2020, the Red Cross will be hosting a blood drive
by appointment only. Temperature checks will be conducted at the door, and a
limited number of people will be allowed inside at the same time.

Register online at redcrossblood.org.

STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Sulkowski, ext. 102
FrTony@sjfparish.org

Pastoral Associate
Laurie Hall, ext. 104
LHall@sjfparish.org

Business Manager
Jody Gazo, ext. 112
JGazo@sjfparish.org

Director of Faith Formation

& Youth Ministry Coordinator
Ben Klassen, ext. 108
BKlassen@sjfparish.org

Director of Music
Janina Jacobs, ext. 103
Jlacobs@sjfparish.org

Communications Facilitator
Lucas Jeffrey, ext. 101
Lleffrey@sjfparish.org

Office Assistant
Mary Ann Gleich
MGleich@sjfparish.org

Stewardship Liaison
Linda Smith, ext. 113
LSmith@sjfparish.org

SACRAMENTS

OUR MISSION

Nourished by God’s word and the Eucharist, we strive to be a welcoming
Catholic community dedicated to living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

NEW TO OUR PARISH?

Interested in joining our parish family? Become a parishioner! Register anytime
at the Parish Office or online at sjfparish.org/joinus. Welcome home!

Children’s Baptism

Do you have a child you would like to
be baptized? Please call the Parish
Office to discuss options and make
arrangements.

Reconciliation
Available Tuesdays at 5:30pm.

Marriage

Congratulations! Please contact the
Parish Office at least six months prior
to your desired wedding date to begin
preparations.

Anointing of the Sick

Contact the Parish Office to schedule
regular or one-time visits.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are you interested in joining the

Catholic Church? Contact Laurie Hall
to begin the process. Welcome home!
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Jeff & Lila Mandziuk & Family
Parishioners

Our Family is here to assist
Your Family in your time of need.

Sterling Heights Chapel

E. J. Mandziuk & Son

FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
FamiLy OWNED AND OPERATED
Warren Chapel

22642 Ryan Road
586-757-3563

3801 18 Mile Road
586-997-3838

(MRARLOOF
MALDOF) PANDORA |
Your Pandora |ewelry Source

Charms, Beads, Bracelets. Larrings. Necklaces and More!
\B525HARPER  ST.CLARSHORES ~ 586-774-2100)

DENNIS KROLEWSKI

of D.K. Overhead Door Company

Garage Doors and Door Openers =

Entry Doors & Storm Doors

professionally installed and repaired
Over 48 Years Experience ¢ Parishioner

All Necessary Replacement Parts For All Makes Of Garage Doors

| FREE ESTIMATES * INSURANCE WORK  586-731-6656

UNFORGETTARLE MOMENTS

Downey Plumbing

24 Hr. Wk. Emergency Service ¢ 7 Days a Week
Sewers and Drains Cleaned Electrically

All Plumbing Repairs - 10% Senior Citizen Discount

586-775-2441

LICENSED
e IEL MASTER PLUMBER

fair. trusted. kind. vﬁ’&ﬂ

CALCATERRA

STERLING HEIGHTS 586-826-8550
SHELBY TOWNSHIP  586-677-4000

W" WUJEK-

& SONS, INC.

www.WujekCalcaterra.com

37246 Dequindre Rd.

(North of Metro Parkway)

1-8&0—783-1623

586-795-1700
Delivery 7 Days a Week

15% OFF ENTIRE Blll

WEINGARTZ.COM

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Your Church is closer
than you think...

by Ron DiCiapni® © 2 r
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Mass Times * Bulletins
Directions * Local Businesses
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Bajercius & Nowak Families Jesus & Mercedes Garcia Joseph & Helen Levenski Helen & Henry Perliskey Jon Taylor
Carol Bardelline James Golombek Joann Lichocki Genevieve Perliski Karen Taylor
Joseph Beauregard Norbert & Emily Golonka Stanley & Dolores Lichocki Lois Polkinghorne Tom Taylor
Bielinski Family Gurney Family Maguran & Baglama Families Aniela Poslaiko Paula M. Trombley
Blacker & Bartz Families Kay Herrmann Raymond J. Mandziuk Arnold & Shirley Putrycus Urbano & Pomnichowski Families
Bonk & Szymanski Families Hughes & Przedwojewski Families Mandziuk & Skonieczny Families Deborah Puzzuoli Bernard & Mary Varani
Dennis Briston John S. Kapeluch Family Richard Marshall Joseph Quitter Family Richard Volpe
Broski & Schaff Families Richard H. & Richie Karasinski Thomas & Rose Medved Risko & Potz Families Constance (Perliskey) Warchock
Brower & Ficaro Families Fr. Mike Kazer Clara & Stanley Milczynski Rucinski & Kennedy Families Michael Warchock
Caradonna & Campo Families Anthony & Jane Klik Sr. Alice Miller Rudzewicz & Timko Families Barbara Ward
Nancy Ann Cardamone Kogut & Droz Families Liz & Pam Miller Family Rudzinski & Bartkowski Families George & Julia Wittner
Coussens & Petracci Families Jean Koscielski Harry & Lottie Musialowski Esse & Grace Salamie Wojtas & Rachwal Families
Desmond T. Cushing Bernard L. Kosnik George Muylaert Family Jim Sawicki Mary T. Woywood
Louis & Elvira D’Ambrosio John & Dorothy Kotulis Vincent Nesci, D. C. Richard Schriedel Merle Zakrzewski
DeHayes & Kulhawik Families Ron Kotulis Edward J. Novak & Family Norman & Mary Ann Setter Zalewski & Confer Families
Andrew & Eleanor Delie Sandi Kotulis Brian Oakes Sokolowski & Kendzierski Families Marsha Zanardelli Family
Betty Eschrich Kulwicki & Spellman Families Kenneth Oakes Jean Stevens Chester & Virginia Zurek
Finn & McNamara Families Kwapis & Krull Families Jack O’Connell Anthony & Phyllis Sulkowski Sr.
Florek & Soldatek Families James Kwapis Marsha A. Olson Richard J Swita Family
Sister Mary Frederick Kwiatkowski & Madeira Families Bruno J. Osak Jack Taylor
Riley James Frush Gerald & Kimberly LaForest Leandre & Vina Page James & Mae Taylor
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] You're busy. We're mobile. Let us come to you!
o 1
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one I any plumbing work | Brian Enck - Owner - Parishioner (Between Maple & Big Beaver) 3725 Rochester Rd., Troy
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FUNERAL HOME

Caring is our Profession

Family owned and operated since 1933

John Wilk ¢ Steven Wilk
Funeral Directors
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NEW & REPAIRS
Licensed & Insured e Since 1975 1-586-445-6455 (586) 574-1770

29440 Ryan Rd.
Warren, MI 48092
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