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“…for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Luke 1:37 
 
As we celebrated the last Sunday of      
Advent, our preparations for the coming 

of Jesus began to wind down. The journey to Bethlehem is complete. We can 
see the light of God that drew the shepherds, and we feel the pull of that light, 
leading us to the Christ child. The focus of the Gospel was on Jesus and the 
seemingly impossible way he entered into the world through Mary. 
 
We heard of Mary’s great “Yes” to God. We often talk of Mary’s incredible cour-
age and obedience when we heard the Gospel. Mary was, indeed, courageous 
and obedient. I think of Mary also as a very trusting and patient woman. As a 
mother myself, I remember the time spent waiting for the arrival of my children. 
I was impatient near the end of the pregnancies. I could not wait to see my 
child, to see what he or she looked like, to see what God had accomplished. I 
could not wait to begin the actual parenting.   
 
I imagine Mary felt many of these same things, yet far more was at stake. How 
must Mary have felt knowing she was carrying not an ordinary child, but a child, 
“to be called holy, the Son of God.” She had no idea what to expect, no books, 
no doctors, no internet, and no one to give her the gift of their wisdom and  
experience on how to raise the Son of God. But Mary had her steadfast love and 
trust of God. She listened to the angel. She opened herself up to God’s plan 
from the beginning. Patience likely came from that listening and opening. On 
top of all that, she had the power of the Holy Spirit!   
 
When the Holy Spirit is allowed to enter into our hearts, nothing is impossible.  
Mary knew that. Her relationship with God made it possible for her to say yes to 
an unimaginable future, to trust that God would guide her as she waited for 
Jesus to be born and to show her the way as she and Joseph did the work of 
raising him.   
 
We live in uncertain times, with war and disunity all around us. It is helpful to 
remember that God’s time is different from our time. As we strive to love one 
another and seek the common good, can we echo Mary’s “yes” by being       
patient, obedient, and trusting as God works in our lives? Can we take on the 
challenges and blessings of this life knowing that we are not on our own and 
that nothing is impossible for God?   
 
The fourth week of Advent this year was just a day…we moved directly into the  
Octave of Christmas with the Christmas Vigil Masses Sunday evening and                                                       
Christmas Day Masses on Monday. During all the festivities, try to spend some 
time pondering the work of the Holy Spirit in the story of Jesus’ birth: Mary’s 
openness to the annunciation, the visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, the humble 
birth, the adoration of the shepherds, the presentation of the infant Jesus in the 
Temple, and much more.  In just two chapters of Luke’s Gospel, we experience 
the early years of Jesus, in what little we are given to know about his young life.  
Like Mary, ponder these miraculous events deeply in your heart and “Let     
yourself be drawn by the light of God made man” (Pope Francis). 
 
Peace, 
Laurie 

Laurie Hall 
Pastoral Associate 
LHall@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 104 

 
 

 
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 
 

9:00am—1:00pm & 4:30pm—7:45pm 

Tuesday 
2:00pm—7:45pm 

Saturday 
3:00pm—5:00pm 

Sunday 
10:00am—12:30pm 

OFFICE HOURS 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday              4:00pm 
Sunday                     9:00am & 11:30am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday              7:00pm 
Wednesday & Thursday             8:00am 

Holy Day Masses            As Announced 

Confession 
Tuesday                           5:30pm 

Rosary 
Tuesday                                    6:00pm 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 
Monday, December 25, 2023 
Christmas Day/Parish Office Closed 
9:00am     Mass 
11:30am   Mass 
 
Tuesday, December 26, 2023 
Parish Office Closed/No Events 
 
Wednesday, December 27, 2023 
Parish Office Closed/No Events  
 
Thursday, December 28, 2023 
Parish Office Closed/No Events 
 
Friday, December 29, 2023 
Parish Office Closed/No Events 
 
Saturday, December 30, 2023 
4:00pm     Mass 
4:45pm     Divine Mercy Prayers 
 
Sunday, December 31, 2023 
9:00am     Mass 
11:30am   Mass 
12:15pm   Baptism 

 

Red Cross Blood-Drive Save the Date 
Sunday, January 28th   

8:00am – 1:45pm 
Please sign up to save lives in the New 
Year at redcrossblood.org and enter in 

sponsor code stjane or call  
1-800-733-2767 

Thank you for making a difference! 
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For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.  They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful. Isaiah 9:5-6    
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
Our time of preparation for Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on      
Christmas Day culminates in our celebrations today.  Our waiting and preparing for the coming of Jesus have led us to this 
great celebration today – we are so glad you are here!  As members of the one family of God, we are grateful for your    
presence and rejoice in celebrating together the great gift of Jesus to our whole family. My prayer is that the season brings 
peace and joy to you and yours.  
 
As we go forth from Mass today, may we be filled with gratitude for the great gift of Jesus and jubilantly spread the joy of 
the Gospel throughout our world! 
   
With the New Year right around the corner, now is a good time to make plans to nurture and grow your relationship with 
God. It is in the Scriptures that we learn about God’s actions in the world before He sent his Son and the details of Jesus’ 
ministry on earth. We have two opportunities to delve into the Scriptures and the life of the Holy Trinity here at St. Jane: 
 
Bible Study 
 
The next session of Bible Study begins Tuesday, January 2, 2024, and runs through February 6, 2024. Each Bible Study     
session lasts six weeks, meeting each of those weeks on Tuesday morning from 10:00am-11:30am.  For our next session we 
will complete the Book of Genesis, verses 37-50: Joseph the Dreamer. “The story of Joseph and his brothers is one of the 
most popular stories in the book of Genesis—so popular, in fact, that it was made into a Broadway musical! In Genesis       
37–50: Joseph the Dreamer, author Kevin Perrotta helps us see why the story of Joseph is so critical to a proper                
understanding of the book of Genesis and helps us apply this beloved story to our own lives of faith.” 
 
The series we use is very understandable and organized to provide both fascinating insight to the Scriptures as well as a lot 
of opportunity to discuss and share. The guide includes the Scripture passages, insights from Church fathers and saints, 
questions for discussion and reflection, and prayer suggestions. It does not matter if you have never studied the Bible     
before or if you experience with Bible study, all are welcome! 
 
Reading and reflecting on Scripture provides a wonderful way to get to know God and enter into deeper relationship with 
him.  I look forward to sharing Scripture with others, growing in understanding God’s word while sharing our different   
viewpoints! 
 
All are welcome…please RSVP by calling the office or sending me an email, LHall@sjfparish.org. Please also plan to bring a 
copy of the book which is available for $7.95 on Amazon; simply search for the title: Genesis 37-50: Joseph the Dreamer   
(Six Weeks with the Bible). 
 
 
The Chosen Video and Discussion Series  
 
For Lent 2023 we began a journey to encounter Jesus in a different way, gathering to watch and discuss the popular series 
about the life of Christ, The Chosen. A good number of people enjoyed the series and the enlightening discussions after 
each episode that allowed for a deeper understanding of the Scriptures as well as a variety of viewpoints. We then         
continued with Season 2 from September – November this year.  
 
What's The Chosen?   
 
“As the biggest crowdfunded project in TV history, The Chosen is the first-ever multi-season show about the life of Jesus. 
This series allows viewers to see the life of Jesus through the eyes of those that knew Him. Follow the transformations of 
His followers through the ministry of Jesus as He journeys to change the world.” The series “hopes to take you deeper into 
gospel stories by retelling and expounding on the character and intentions of Jesus and those who knew Him.” (angel.com)
  
 
Many of you may have already watched the series as it is currently available via website and app, with three complete sea-
sons available (season 4 is soon to be released). Our goal in gathering is to watch together and enter into dialog to deepen 
the experience and grow in relationship with others and Jesus. We will watch and discuss Season 3 of The Chosen beginning 
two weeks before Lent 2024; eight consecutive Thursday afternoons from 2:00pm-3:30pm, February 1st through           
March 21st.   
 
I ask that you register for this series now so we know how much space is required and how many materials to prepare. 
Please call the Parish office at  586-977-8080 ext. 104 or email me at LHall@sjfparish.org. Please provide your name, phone 
number, and email address. If you haven’t seen the series on-line and want to view Seasons 1 and 2, send me an email and 
I’ll return information that helps you to watch Seasons 1 and 2 in their entirety before joining in on Season 2.   
 
I’m looking forward to experiencing The Chosen Season 3 with you on our continuing journey to a deeper relationship with 
Jesus. All are welcome and encouraged to join in! 
 



 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

WEEK OF  

December 25, 2023 

Monday  
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5;  
Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;  
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or  
Mt 1:18-25 
Mass During the night: Is 9:1-6;  
Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14;  
Lk 2:1-14 
Mass at Dawn: Is 62: 11-12;  
Ps 97: 1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3: 4-7; Lk 2: 15-20 
Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10;  
Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
  
Tuesday  
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;  
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 16bc & 17;  
Mt 10:17-22 
 
Wednesday  
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
Jn 20:1a & 2-8 
 
Thursday  
1 Jn 1:5--2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; 
Mt 2:13-18 
 
Friday  
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6;  
Lk 2:22-35 
 
Saturday  
1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10;  
Lk 2:36-40 
 
Sunday  
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or  
Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9;  
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or  
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 

2024 Lenten Fish Frys  
We will once again be hosting our Fish Frys during   
6 Fridays in Lent. Proceeds from each Fish Fry will 
benefit a different ministry effort in our parish.      
Dinners will include a 2-piece or 3-piece fish dinner 
as well as a la carte items. Dine-in and carry-out 
options will be available. Mark your calendars for 

the following dates: February 16th, 23rd, March 1st ,8th, 15th, and 22nd . More    
details will be in future bulletins and on the parish website.  

Christmas 2023 
As you are aware, this year Christmas is on Monday. Because the 4th week of 
Advent was on Sunday there are two separate collections, the Christmas           
collection as well as the weekly Sunday offertory collection (the 4th Sunday of 
Advent). We do rely on the weekly offertory collection to make our budget. 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. I wish to thank you for your 
ongoing generosity to the parish of St. Jane Frances de Chantal. As in years 
past, the Christmas collection stays in the parish. 
 
I hope all of you had an awesome Advent season. 
Fr. Tony 

Thank you to all that contributed to 
the 2023 St. Vincent de Paul Holiday 
Gift Card Collection! Your generosity, 
as always, was overwhelming and the 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal Chapter 
was able to make the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays a little more 
special for the neighbors that we 
serve. This year we were able to    
assist: 8 families including 15 children 
for Thanksgiving, 14 families including  
27 children for Christmas. May God 
Bless us all. St. Vincent de Paul, pray 
for us. 

PAGE 4                                                                                                             December 25, 2023 



 

PAGE 5                                                                                                                December 25, 2023 

 Tuesday 
Dec. 26 

No Mass 

Wednesday 
Dec. 27 

No Mass 

Thursday 
Dec. 28 

No Mass  

Saturday 
Dec. 30, 2023 

4:00pm Mass 

Sunday 
Dec. 31, 2023 

9:00am Mass 

 
 

11:30am Mass 

Sacristan No Mass  No Mass  No Mass  Lee Sutton Karen Frontera Dan Rys 

Lector No Mass No Mass No Mass Phil Mina 
Karen Pawlik 

John Martin  
Janice Machusak 

Robert Skwara 
John Czarski 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE 

J. Sepanik S. & P. 
Marzec 

Monday 
Dec. 25 
9:00am 
 
 
 
K. Pawlik 
B. Enck 
 

Monday 
Dec. 25 
11:30am 
 
 
 
B. Milczynski 
R. Skwara 
 

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS 
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Baptism 
The community of St. Jane Frances 
de Chantal welcomes into our par-
ish family the following child who 
was baptized by Fr. Tony Sulkowski 
on December 17, 2023: 

Penelope Rae Kryza 
Parents: Jeffrey Kryza &  

Emily Clason 
Godfather: Joel Ricketts 

Godmother: Caroline Korff 

The nativity of the lord                                                                                                                                      PAGE 9 

My Christmas List of Blessings 
Written by Vicki J. Kuyper 

My Christmas List is more than just a way 
to keep track of the special people God 
brought in my life to love. 

It’s like a treasured scrapbook filled with pleasant memories. Of all the times 
God has answered prayers through friends and family. Every name is a      
touchstone that leads to a place and time. 

Where God has used another’s heart to reach out and touch mine. It may have 
happened years ago or even yesterday, but every person on my list has changed 
my life some way. 

Through simple conversation, a warm hug of a share meal, every person on my 
list has helped me to grow and heal, or laugh, or love, or learn, or smile… the 
blessings never end.  

As God allows our paths to cross as family and friends, please know that this 
greeting is more than a Christmas wish. 

It’s a “thank you” card to God for putting on my list each and every one whose 
name I’ve come to hold dear…. 

Those who have shown me Christmas joy each day of the year. 

As we gather for Christmas with family and friends, let us remember to thank 
God for each other and the many blessing He has bestowed on us this past year. 
For unto us a child is given, He is Christ the Lord. He is Wonder- Counselor, Lord 
of Lords, and the Prince of Peace. 

John Milton wrote this observation about Christmas: 

“This is the month, and this the happy morn, Wherein the Son of Heaven’s  
eternal King of Wedded Maid and Virgin Mother born, Our great redemption 
from above did bring; For so the holy sages did sing, That He our deadly forfeit 
should release, And with His Father work us a perpetual peace.” 

On behalf of myself and the parish staff of St. Jane Frances de Chantal, I wish to 
extend to all of you and your families and friends a happy and joy-filled       
Christmas. Christmas affords us the opportunity to recall and reflect upon the 
people God has placed in our lives. The many experiences we have had with 
various people from all walks of life. Christmas is about our relationships with 
people new and old, a time to look inside ourselves and share our very being 
with those who walk the journey with us. 

Carpe Diem,  
Fr. Tony 

Fr. Tony Sulkowski 
Pastor 
FrTony@sjfparish.org 
Ext. 102 



 

ARMED SERVICES 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Robert Bain, Army 
Nicholas Brosowski, Army 
Chris Burley, Navy 
Shaun Chaplin, Air Force 
Gregory Hjelle, Army 
Louis B. Kasper III, Coast Guard 
Carmen LaForest, Navy 
Matthew McDowell, Air Force 
Lauren Patterson, Air Force 
Cassidy Kicinski Rose, Air Force 
Kyle Wiegand, Army 

OUR MISSION NEW TO OUR PARISH? 
 

“Nourished by God’s Word & the Eucharist, 
we strive to be a welcoming Catholic community dedicated 

to living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Would you like to join the St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
parish family? Become a parishioner! 

You may register anytime in the Parish Office or online at 
sjfparish.org/joinus. We would love to have you! 
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PARISH NEWS 
Parish News keeps our parishioners  
up-to-date with regular updates from 
our parish. Any parishioner with an 
email address can sign up for Parish 
News. 

All news will be delivered to your 
email inbox.  

Sign up at sjfparish.org/news. 

PRAYER LIST 

Rachael Canavesio 

Ellen Chase 

Debbie Coomes 

Joann Crachiolo 

Rene Juridico 

Hosie King 

Robert Kraft 

Marilyn Luberti 

Maureen Marsh  

Jim Ochenski 

Judy Taylor 

Mary Thacker 

Rose Van De Velde 

Names added to the Prayer List                  
remain for four weeks. Please call the 
Parish Office to request prayers. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday,  December 25, 2023 
9:00am  Dec. Mbrs. of the Florek & Soldatek Families (Sylvia Soldatek) 
  Dec. Julie Keller (Judy Taylor) 
  Dec. Suzanne DeDonatis (Family) 

11:30am Dec. Gary Pilette (Sepanik Family) 
  Dec. Lorraine Weglarz (Dorothy Weglarz) 
  Dec. Frank Miruzzi (Dorothy Weglarz) 
  Dec. David Weglarz (Dorothy Weglarz) 
  Dec. Joann M. Sepanik (Sepanik Family) 
  Dec. Filomena Salvador (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Roman Salvador Sr. (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Roman Salvador Jr. (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Felix Erfe (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Manuel Salvador (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Ramonita Casumpang (Erfe Family) 
  Dec. Al Schatz (Family)     
 

Tuesday, December 26, 2023   No Mass  

      
Wednesday, December 27, 2023  No Mass  

 
Thursday, December 28, 2023   No Mass  

  
Friday, December 29, 2023    No Mass 
 

Saturday, December 30, 2023 
4:00pm  Dec. Tom Chase-2nd Anniv. (Family) 
  Dec. Barbara Carol Harrold (Gloria Ossowski) 
 
Sunday, December 31, 2023 
9:00am  Dec. Joani Zwada (Husband) 
  Dec. Fr. Ron Milligan (Judy Taylor) 
  Dec. Lois Campbell (Cas & Ann Brodak) 
           
11:30am For the Parishioners  
  Dec. Jack Campo (Caradonna Family) 
  Dec. Maria & Damiano Campo (Caradonna Family) 
  Dec. Vincent & Bridget Caradonna (Caradonna Family) 
  Dec. Tommy Buhlinger (Family) 
  Dec. Stella Zielinski (William & Marie Gagnon) 

Additional Christmas Flower Special Intention 
 
From Ms. Marlene Makowski in memory of Makowski Family 



STAFF

ST. JANE FRANCES de CHANTAL
38750 Ryan Road, Sterling Heights, MI 48310   586-977-8080   sjfparish.org

Maria Benvenuti
Evening Support Staff

586-977-8080

Hosie King
Maintenance Staff

586-977-8080

Rev. Anthony Sulkowski
Priest in Solidum/Moderator

FrTony@sjfparish.org // Ext. 102

Laurie Hall
Pastoral Associate & Worship Coordinator

LHall@sjfparish.org // Ext. 104

Jody Gazo
Business Manager

JGazo@sjfparish.org // Ext. 112

Michael Novak
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry
MNovak@sjfparish.org // Ext. 108

James Torres   
Communications Facilitator &
Christian Service Coordinator

JTorres@sjfparish.org // Ext. 107

Madeleine Krick
Director of Music Ministry

MusicMinistry@sjfparish.org // Ext. 103

Mary Ann Gleich
Office Assistant

MGleich@sjfparish.org // 586-977-8080

Linda Smith
Stewardship & Evening Support Staff

LSmith@sjfparish.org // Ext. 101

Karen Graziano
Evening Support Staff

586-977-8080

SACRAMENTS
CHILDREN’S BAPTISM

Do you have a child you would like to have baptized? Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 

RECONCILIATION
Available Tuesdays at 5:30pm.

MARRIAGE
Congratulations! Please contact our Parish Office at least six months prior to your desired wedding date to begin preparations.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office to schedule one-time or regular visits. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church? Contact Laurie Hall to begin the process. Welcome home!

Great Food! Great Prices! Friendly Atmosphere!

37246 Dequindre Rd.

586-795-1700
Delivery 7 Days a Week

(excluding specials)

(North of Metro Parkway)

15% OFF ENTIRE BILL

J&J ROOFING
• Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Windows

1-586-445-6455
Free Estimates www.JJRoofing.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13830123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13830410
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13830313
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13830301
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13830419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13833501
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 • Hot Water Tanks
• Toilets

• Sewers & Drains
• Sump Pumps

• Faucets

24 Hour Service

$20.00 OFF
any plumbing work

all about
plumbing

248.542.7850

David

FUNERAL HOME
Wysocki
Caring is our Profession

John Wilk • Steven Wilk

29440 Ryan Rd.
Warren, MI 48092

Funeral Directors

Family owned and operated since 1933

(586) 574-1770
F: (586) 574-1774

You’re busy. We’re mobile. Let us come to you!
We restore leather furniture, car interiors, vinyl siding & windows,

medical furniture, restaurant seating and so much more.
Brian Enck • Owner • Parishioner

313.550.7983 • fibrenew.com/sterling-hts

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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